
CONGRESS MEMBER George 
Brown Jr., one of the enduring 
committed champions of 
cooperatives, died on July 15, 
1999. I write about his immense 
contributions to cooperatives 
before and after he was elected 
to Congress. 

 At 19 Brown began his 
cooperative experience in 1939 
when he joined the fledgling 
University Cooperative Housing 
Association (UCHA) at the 
University of California at 
Los Angeles (UCLA). He soon 
became its president. 

 Brown worked closely with 
John Essene and the other 
founders to get the cooperative 
off the ground and to a site on Landfair Avenue 
in Westwood near the UCLA campus. (Essene 
was Hubert Humphrey’s first treasurer when he 
ran for governor of Minnesota). The cooperative 
immediately ran into Westwood’s restricted 
covenants, which precluded blacks from either 
owning or living on the property with just one 
exception that domestic servants were allowed to 
stay overnight. 

However, the UCHA lawyer began to look at 
the situation in an innovative way. Because the 
cooperative required each student to contribute five 
hours a week of work including cleaning, cooking, 
and shopping, he wrote a legal opinion stating that 
all the members were therefore domestic servants 
and had the right to stay overnight in Westwood. 
The legal door had been opened, and the color bar 
could end.

Most of the rooms at UCHA in Westwood were 
double rooms, and when the first black student 

(Luther Goodwin) applied to live at the cooperative, 
Brown invited Goodwin to share his room. Thus, the 
color bar in housing at the UCLA neighborhood was 
broken. UCHA was the first desegregated housing 
in Westwood and one of the earliest de-segregated 
campus housing in the country. 

Goodwin left UCLA to join the Tuskegee airmen 
and then became one of the first black deputy 
district attorneys in San Francisco. Later he became 
Congress member Brown’s district manager in 
Riverside. Goodwin and his wife, Joyce, committed 
their entire lives to civil rights struggles in housing 
and discrimination.

From that day on the student cooperative at 
UCLA took the initiative to provide low-cost 
housing for people of many races. Both UCHA and 
its sister cooperative at the University of California 
at Berkeley would later also take in Japanese-
American students who were discriminated against 
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“It is the virtue of 
cooperatives, as with 

the New England 
town meeting and 

Jeffersonian small 
communities that 

they involve people 
in democratically 

structured face-to-
face efforts at solving 
their own problems. It 
may be that the ills of 

modern society stem in 
large part from having 

moved too far from  
this model.”

—George Brown Jr. 

after World War II started. Brown led unsuccessful 
efforts in Los Angeles to oppose the removal of local 
Japanese Americans to concentration camps. Essene 
went to work at a cooperative store in the Minidoka 
Internment Camp in Idaho.

Brown’s stay and de-segregation efforts at UCLA 
overlapped with that of former LA Mayor Tom 
Bradley. Bradley went to UCLA on an athletic track 
scholarship from 1937-1940 and was the first black 
student to break UCLA’s color bar on athletes. From 
that time on, for more than a half century, Bradley’s 
and Brown’s political paths and efforts were aligned. 

On a 1990 state visit to the US, Nelson Mandela 
attended a city hall reception given by Mayor Tom 
Bradley. Bradley sat George Brown Jr. in the honored 
seat next to Mandela. Bradley had not forgotten that 
fellow UCLA student Brown had opened his own 
door for Goodwin, the first black to live in Westwood. 

As UCHA president, Brown worked with 
cooperatives up and down California to spread the 
gospel of cooperation. In 1940, Brown first attended 
Co-op Camp Sierra and expanded his knowledge 
and belief in the cooperative movement. Brown 
wrote in an article to commemorate the 40th 
anniversary of Co-op Camp Sierra, “It is the virtue of 
cooperatives, as with the New England town meeting 
and Jeffersonian small communities that they involve 
people in democratically structured face-to-face 
efforts at solving their own problems. It may be that 
the ills of modern society stem in large part from 
having moved too far from this model.”

Although he had a Quaker background and was 
initially a conscientious objector, Brown served as an 
infantry officer in World War II. After the war, Brown 
became executive director of a group organizing a 
housing cooperative for returning veterans. However, 
the group had to shut down when the Federal 
Housing Authority refused to approve a loan to a 
housing cooperative that intended to allow black vets 
to become members.

With his continued involvement in the cooperative 
movement, Brown became president of the Southern 
California Cooperative League composed of 
cooperatives in Santa Monica, San Gabriel Valley, 
Hollywood, Whittier, and Zone 26 in Los Angeles. 
Brown then represented the southern California 
cooperatives on the board of the statewide group 
Associated Cooperatives (AC) from 1947-52 and 
became its vice president. 

As the consumer cooperative movement 
continued its post-war decline in southern California, 
Brown turned to public service as his contribution to 
the community. 

From 1954-58, Brown was elected to the 

Monterey Park City Council and served as mayor. In 
this capacity, Brown led efforts for the city to become 
the first in California to require removal of racial 
covenants. As a result, some blacks began to move 
into Monterey Park to obtain home ownership for 
the first time. 

However, when the first African American family 
(the Doves) moved into the home they had bought, 
the American Nazi Party picketed their house and 
threatened intimidation and possibly violence. 
Adrian Dove recollected a car arriving at the curb 
and a friendly looking white man getting out and 
knocking on their door. It was Brown, and he said 
“I’m the mayor, and I’m going to stay at your house.” 
Brown stayed the night to protect them. The pickets 
went away, and the Doves stayed in their home. After 
that, many minorities, particularly Asian-Americans, 
got their first opportunity of home ownership in 
Monterey Park.

Brown, who was elected to Congress in 1962 
and avidly supported the 1964 Civil Rights Act, was 
present at the White House for the signing ceremony. 
In his office he had an unforgettable photo of 
President Lyndon Johnson, Martin Luther King, Rosa 
Parks, and himself at the signing.

He ran unsuccessfully for Senate in 1970 (I 
worked on his campaign and organized a campaign 
event at Santa Monica College) and returned to 
Congress in 1972 for a seat in San Bernardino. 
The chair of his campaign committee was former 
Congressman Jerry Voorhis who had many ties to 
the Pomona area. Brown’s and Voorhis’ paths had 
crossed many times as cooperators. After leaving 
Congress in 1947, Voorhis became executive director 
of the Cooperative League of the USA (now NCBA 
CLUSA) from 1947-1967. When Cal-Poly Pomona 
gave Voorhis a great welcome home event, it was 
left to Brown to best recount Voorhis’ successes on 
behalf of people and cooperatives.

During his 18 terms of service in Congress, Brown 
remained a staunch believer in cooperatives and 
credit unions. He was instrumental in expanding the 
Federal College Housing Program to include student-
housing cooperatives. As a result, over 10 percent 
of the students (1,000 plus) in student cooperative 
housing today are living in housing financed by the 
College Housing Fund. One of the recipients was his 
own beloved UCHA that used the funds to build the 
288-bed Hardman-Hansen Hall in 1972. 

In 1974, I was appointed co-leader of the 
California effort to gain passage of legislation 
establishing the National Cooperative Bank (NCB). 
My first congressional call in Washington D.C. was on 
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Congressman Brown. His love for California’s cooperatives meant 
that I could always get in to see him no matter how short the notice. 
As one of the few congress members who truly understood the 
value of the legislation, he helped round up the support that gained 
passage of NCB in the House of Representatives by one vote. 

During the 1980s, I frequently met with Brown to gain his 
support for guiding NCB’s budget request through Congress. 
Whenever we had a rough stretch, I was always on his doorstep. 
Brown also used his personal influence with California’s Republican 
Senator S. I. Hayakawa. Because of Hayakawa’s service as vice 
president of the Hyde Park Co-op and his wife Margedant 
Hayakawa’s service as vice president of the Berkeley Co-op, he and 
Brown had known each other for over 20 years. When the NCB 
legislation got to the Senate, Hayakawa and Alan Cranston of 
California were two of its strongest voices and votes. 

 Brown’s staff was also primed to do what was necessary to help 
NCB, and Brown remained a key contact for us during the bank’s 
birthing years. Brown felt that passage of the National Consumer 
Cooperative Bank Act in 1978 was a high mark of legislation for 
consumer cooperatives.

In 1994 I led a group of student cooperative supporters who 
once again attempted to get federal legislation which would add 
$10 million to the College Housing Fund for student housing 
cooperatives. First, we approached Congressman Vic Fazio of 
Sacramento-Davis to take the lead. Fazio then asked that we gain 
the support of others in the California Democratic Delegation. 

We immediately marched over to Brown’s office. Brown invited 
the group and me in and wanted to find out how Bob Neptune 
and other California cooperative leaders, AC, and Co-op Camp 
Sierra were doing. After I had brought him up to date, we then 
asked him if he would support Fazio’s attempt to get $10 million 
into the budget. “Absolutely,” he said, “what a great idea. Let me 
know what I can do.” Then we moved onto San Jose, Congressman 
Norman Mineta’s office. Mineta (the first Japanese American 
Cabinet member) had lived at the University Student Cooperative 
Association (USCA) in Berkeley in the 1950s. This was when the 
student cooperative had given him a home while discrimination 
against Japanese Americans was still very present. Mineta signed 
up right away. Our last call was on Congressman Sam Farr from 
Santa Cruz. Farr had carried a bill for student cooperatives while a 
California Assembly member and was an ardent supporter. In just 
two hours, we had their three names attached to the legislation. 
Fazio was impressed, and we were off and running. 

With National Cooperative Business Association and the North 
American of Students Cooperation backing us, we involved the 
network of student cooperatives. For a small constituency, we ran 
a great campaign. The four California Congress members really 
pulled through for us. The bill passed both the House and the 
Senate with help from Senators Dianne Feinstein and Barbara 
Boxer in about eight months, which made Brown very happy. 
Unfortunately, the legislation became an immediate casualty of 
the historic budget battle, and as part of the budget compromise, 
President Clinton vetoed the entire 10 million dollars. 

The last time I met with Brown, he was sorry that we had lost 

such a valiant effort. He thought it would have been a real boost 
to student housing cooperatives. Brown saw that it could have 
really helped the poor and minorities who have a difficult time 
making ends meet when they go to school. He reminisced about 
his years at the UCLA cooperative, the cooperative helping young 
people whose parents had just pulled through the depression, the 
minorities getting their first chance to go to a university, and young 
veterans returning to school after World War II. Although he was 
in Washington surrounded by all the trappings of power and was 
then in his 70s, he still exuded passion and believed in a purpose for 
student cooperatives. 

Let us never forget that a young Brown willingly shared his room 
to make sure there was a bed available so that the first black student 
could live in Westwood and attend UCLA. Just like Brown, the son 
of a California orange picker, the nation ought to support housing 
cooperatives in their efforts to open doors to all. CHB

  George Brown Jr.   [continued from page 4]
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David J. Thompson Receives Voorhis Award

The National Association of Housing 
Cooperatives (NAHC) recognized David J. 
Thompson with the Jerry Voorhis Award, 

NAHC’s most prestigious honor. The award, given 
November 1 during the annual conference of 
NAHC in Seattle, Washington, honors Thompson’s 
longstanding work that embodies the mission of 
promoting and preserving cooperative housing.

Thompson, president of the Twin Pines 
Cooperative Foundation (TPCF), Thompson 
Consulting, and co-principal of Neighborhood 
Partners, LLC, has actively worked in the 
cooperative field for over 40 years. He 
has worked for the national cooperative 
organizations of the United States, Britain, and 
Japan as well as the United Nations. 

Thompson specializes in funding the capital 
needs of the cooperative development sector and nonprofit and 
cooperative housing. He was inducted into the Cooperative Hall 
of Fame in Washington D.C. in May 2010. 

From 1985 to 1991, Thompson was vice president for Western 
States and director, International Relations for the National 
Cooperative Business Association (NCBA). From 1979 to 1985, 
he was director of planning for the National Cooperative Bank 
(NCB) and later, regional director of NCB’s Western Office. At the 
Western office, Thompson funded development of 1,700 units of 
cooperative housing and helped pass California’s law for limited 
equity housing cooperatives (the nation’s first). 

On behalf of TPCF, Thompson also led successful efforts to 
prevent members from breaking California’s cooperative housing 
law. Thompson is co-principal of Neighborhood Partners, LLC, 
which has developed almost 800 units of nonprofit and cooperative 
housing. He co-wrote Davis’s Affordable Housing Ordinance which 
has fostered over $400 million dollars worth of nonprofit, mutual, 

and cooperative housing in the city.
Thompson began work with the US food 

cooperative sector in 1969. He was one of the 
founders of Co-opportunity, Santa Monica, 
California. Additionally, under Thompson’s 
leadership, TPCF has created Cooperative 
Community Funds for almost 30 US cooperatives 
to include housing, food, health, and credit 
unions. TPCF is the largest cooperative funder of 
cooperative development organizations in the US.

Thompson co-chaired California’s effort 
to establish the NCB (1978) and the Center 
for Cooperatives (1987) at the University of 
California. Thompson is vice-chair of the Yolo 
Federal Credit Union, a community chartered 
credit union ($200 million assets).

Thompson authored Weavers of Dreams: 
Founders of the Modern Cooperative Movement (1994) and co-
authored Cooperation Works! (1996) and A Day in the Life of 
Cooperative America (1994). He wrote Credit at the Grassroots 
(1995) for the United Nations. Thompson edited Where Credit 
Was Due (1985), the history of the National Cooperative Bank, 
and Cooperative Business in the USA (1986). He wrote chapters 
in Ralph Nader’s Making Change? (1985). His 400 articles (six 
languages) have appeared in the Cooperative Business Journal 
(USA); Co-operative News (UK), Kyoto Co-op News (JPN), 
Journal of the International Cooperative Alliance (Geneva), 
Cooperative Housing Journal, Sacramento Bee, Christian Science 
Monitor, In Context; Citizen Participation and Cooperative Grocer. 
He has appeared on the BBC, Phil Donohue Show, Financial 
News Network, and other TV shows and is a featured speaker at 
cooperative conferences throughout the world.

Thompson is writing a book entitled “Cooperatives and the 
Civil Rights Movement” due for publication in 2015. CHB

David J. Thompson accepts the 
Jerry Voorhis Award from Linda 
Brockway, chair of the member 
services committee.

Membership Elects NAHC Board Members

At the October 2013 Annual Meeting of Members, the 
membership reelected Ralph J. Marcus and Hope L. 
Turner, and Karen Harvey and newly elected Hugh Jeffers 

and Blaine Honeycutt. The New Jersey Federation of Housing 
Cooperatives appointed new board member, Donna Marie Curvin.

Marcus is the CEO and owner of Marcus Management Inc. 
in Farmington Hills, Michigan. Turner is a member of Concord 
Consumer Housing Cooperatives in Trenton, Michigan; Harvey 
is also a member of Concord; Jeffers serves as senior director 

of Love Funding Development in the Greater Pittsburgh area; 
Honeycutt, a member of Georgetown Cooperative in Taylor, 
Michigan, is MAHC treasurer; and Curvin is a member of High 
Park Gardens in Newark, New Jersey.

During the meeting, members heard officers’ and committee 
reports, approved last year’s minutes, and appointed association 
board members.

After the meeting, the board elected the following officers: 
Chairman Marcus; President, Gregory Carlson, executive director 

of the Federation of New York Housing 
Cooperatives and Condominiums and 
president of Carlson Realty; Vice President 
Fred Gibbs of FKGibbs Company, LLC 
in Kansas City, Missouri; Secretary Anne 
Hill, PAHC president; and Treasurer Linda 
Brockway, president of Economic Consultants 
for Housing Opportunities, Inc. CHBRalph J. Marcus Greg Carlson Fred Gibbs Anne HillLinda Brockway


